
 
 

 

 

Con/Text: “The Citizen in a Democracy” 

Masua Sagiv 
October 23, 2020 

1. Leviticus Rabbah 4:6 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a leading center of Jewish thought and 
education, serving Israel and North America. Our mission is to strengthen Jewish 

peoplehood, identity, and pluralism; to enhance the Jewish and democratic 
character of Israel; and to ensure that Judaism is a compelling force  

for good in the 21st century. 
 

 

 

Share what you’re learning! 
   #civics2020 

 
 

 

       475 Riverside Dr., Suite 1450  
      New York, NY 10115  

        212-268-0300  
info@shalomhartman.org | shalomhartman.org 

 
@SHI_america shalomhartmaninstitute hartmaninstitute 



1 
 

1. Leviticus Rabbah 4:6 

ְלֶׂשה, ַמה ֶּׂשה ַהֶּזה לֹוֶקה ַעל    ָּתֵני ִחְזִקָּיה (ירמיה נ, יז): ֶׂשה ְפזּוָרה ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ִנְמְׁשלּו ִיְׂשָרֵאל 
,  רֹאׁשֹו אֹו ְּבֶאָחד ֵמֵאָבָריו ְוָכל ֵאָבָריו ַמְרִּגיִׁשין, ָּכ� ֵהן ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ֶאָחד ֵמֶהן חֹוֵטא ְוֻכָּלן ַמְרִּגיִׁשין

ָאָדם ֶׁשָהיּו יֹוְׁשִבין  (במדבר טז, כב): ָהִאיׁש ֶאָחד ֶיֱחָטא, ָּתֵני ַרִּבי ִׁשְמעֹון ַּבר יֹוָחאי, ָמָׁשל ִלְבֵני  
ִּבְסִפיָנה ָנַטל ֶאָחד ֵמֶהן ַמְקֵּדַח ְוִהְתִחיל קֹוֵדַח ַּתְחָּתיו, ָאְמרּו לֹו ֲחֵבָריו ַמה ַאָּתה יֹוֵׁשב ְועֹוֶׂשה,  

נּו ֶאת  ָאַמר ָלֶהם ָמה ִאְכַּפת ָלֶכם לֹא ַתְחִּתי ֲאִני קֹוֵדַח, ָאְמרּו לֹו ֶׁשַהַּמִים עֹוִלין ּוְמִציִפין ָעֵלי 
ַהְּסִפיָנה. ָּכ� ָאַמר ִאּיֹוב (איוב יט, ד): ְוַאף ָאְמָנם ָׁשִגיִתי ִאִּתי ָּתִלין ְמׁשּוָגִתי, ָאְמרּו לֹו ֲחֵבָריו  
ַמְסִּפיק ֵּביֵנינּו ֶאת ֲעֹונֹוֶתי�.   ִיְׂשּפֹוק, ַאָּתה  ֵּביֵנינּו  ֶפַׁשע  ֹיִסיף ַעל ַחָּטאתֹו  ִּכי  (איוב לד, לז): 

י ֶאְלָעֵׂשא ּגֹוי ֶאָחד ָׁשַאל ֶאת ַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ָקְרָחה, ְּכִתיב ְּבתֹוַרְתֶכם (שמות כג, ב):  ָאַמר ַרּבִ 
ַאֲחֵרי ַרִּבים ְלַהֹּטת, ָאנּו ְמֻרִּבים ִמֶּכם ִמְּפֵני ָמה ֵאין ַאֶּתם ַמְׁשִוין ִעָּמנּו ַּבֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה. ָאַמר לֹו,  

ִהְזַּכְרַּתִּני ָצָרִתי, ָאַמר לֹו ָלָּמה, ָאַמר לֹו ַהְרֵּבה ָּבִנים ֵיׁש ִלי, ְּבָׁשָעה ֶׁשֵהן  ֵיׁש ְל� ָּבִנים, ָאַמר לֹו  
  יֹוְׁשִבין ַעל ֻׁשְלָחִני ֶזה ְמָבֵר� ֵלאלֹוֵהי ְּפלֹוִני ְוֶזה ְמָבֵר� ֵלאלֹוֵהי ְּפלֹוִני, ְוֵאיָנם עֹוְמִדים ִמָּׁשם ַעד 

ֵאּלּו   ֹמָחן  ֶאת  ַעד  ֶׁשְמַפְּצִעין  לֹו,  ָאַמר  לֹא.  לֹו,  ָאַמר  ִעָּמֶהן,  ַאָּתה  ּוַמְׁשֶוה  ָאַמר לֹו  ֵאּלּו.  ֶאת 
ִּבי,  ֶׁשַאָּתה ַמְׁשֶוה אֹוָתנּו, ֵל� ַהְׁשֵוה ֶאת ָּבֶני�, ִנְדַחף ְוָהַל� לֹו. ֵּכיָון ֶׁשָּיָצא ָאְמרּו לֹו ַּתְלִמיָדיו, ַר 

ָּתה ֵמִׁשיב, ָאַמר ָלֶהם ְּבֵעָׂשו ְּכִתיב ֵּביה ֵׁשׁש ְנָפׁשֹות ּוְכִתיב  ָלֶזה ָּדִחיָת ְּבָקֶנה ָרצּוץ, ָלנּו ָמה אַ 
ּבֹו ְנָפׁשֹות ַהְרֵּבה, ִּדְכִתיב (בראשית לו, ו): ַוִּיַקח ֵעָׂשו ֶאת ָנָׁשיו ְוֶאת ָּבָניו ְוֶאת ְּבֹנָתיו ְוֶאת ָּכל  

ּה ֶנֶפׁש ֶאָחת, ִּדְכִתיב (שמות א, ה): ַוְיִהי ָּכל ֶנֶפׁש  ַנְפׁשֹות ֵּביתֹו, ּוְבַיֲעֹקב ִׁשְבִעים ָנֶפׁש ּוְכִתיב ֵּבי
ֹיְצֵאי ֶיֶר� ַיֲעֹקב ִׁשְבִעים ָנֶפׁש, ֶאָּלא ֵעָׂשו ֶׁשהּוא עֹוֵבד ֶלֱא�הֹות ַהְרֵּבה ְּכִתיב ֵּביּה ְנָפׁשֹות ַהְרֵּבה,  

 .', ַוְיִהי ָּכל ֶנֶפׁש וגוֲאָבל ַיֲעֹקב ֶׁשהּוא עֹוֵבד ֶלֱאלֹוַּה ֶאָחד ְּכִתיב ּבֹו ֶנֶפׁש ַאַחת

Hezekiah taught: It is said, Israel is a scattered sheep (Jer. L, 17). Why are Israel likened to 
a sheep? Just as with a lamb, when it is hurt on the head or on any other limb, all its limbs 
feel it, even so is it with Israel: if [only one] of them sins, all of them feel it. It is said, Shall 
one man sin, and will You be angry with all the congregation? (Num. XVI, 22). R. Simeon 
b. Yohai taught: This may be compared to the case of men on a ship, one of whom took a 
borer and began boring beneath his own place. His fellow travellers said to him: “What 
are you doing?” Said he to them: “What does that matter to you, am I not boring under 
my own place?” Said they: “Because the water will come up and flood the ship for us all.” 
Even so did Job say, And be it indeed that I have erred, mine error remains with myself (Job 
XIX, 4), and his friends said, He adds transgression unto his sin, he extends it among 
us. [They said to him:] “You extend your sins among us.” R. El'asa said: A certain 
heathen asked R. Joshua b. Karha: “In your Law it is written, It is proper to incline after 
the many (Ex. XXXIII, 2). We are more numerous than you, why then do you not become 
like us in respect of idolatry?” Said R. Joshua b. Karha to him: “Have you children?” “You 
have reminded me of my trouble,” said the Gentile. “Why?” asked the former. “I have 
many children. When they sit at my table, one blasphemes the god of the other, and they 
do not rise from the table before they have cracked each other's skulls.” Said he to him: 
“And do you bring about agreement among your children?” “No,” answered the other. 
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“Well then,” said he, “before you make us agree with you, go and bring about agreement 
among your children.” Being thus rebuffed he [the heathen] went away. After he had 
gone, his [i.e. R. Joshua b. Karha's] disciples said to him: “Rabbi, him you pushed away 
with a broken reed; but what answer do you give us?” Said he to them: “In the case of 
Esau six souls are mentioned by Scripture, and yet the word used of them in Scripture is 
‘souls,’ in the plural, as it is written, And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his 
daughters, and all the souls of his house, etc. (Gen. XXXVI, 4). Of Jacob, on the other hand, 
there were seventy souls, and yet the word used of them in Scripture is ‘soul,’ as it is 
written, And all the nefesh [sing., soul] that came out of the loins of Jacob, etc. (Ex. I, 5). 
The reason is that in the case of Esau who worshipped many deities the word used by 
Scripture is ‘souls’ in the plural, but in the case of Jacob who worshipped one God, the 
word used by Scripture is ‘soul,’ in the singular, [viz.] ‘And all the nefesh [soul, sing.], etc.’” 
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