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Hezekiah taught: It is said, Israel is a scattered sheep (Jer. L, 17). Why are Israel likened to
a sheep? Just as with a lamb, when it is hurt on the head or on any other limb, all its limbs
feel it, even so is it with Israel: if [only one] of them sins, all of them feel it. It is said, Shall
one man sin, and will You be angry with all the congregation? (Num. XVI, 22). R. Simeon
b. Yohai taught: This may be compared to the case of men on a ship, one of whom took a
borer and began boring beneath his own place. His fellow travellers said to him: “What
are you doing?” Said he to them: “What does that matter to you, am | not boring under
my own place?” Said they: “Because the water will come up and flood the ship for us all.”
Even so did Job say, And be it indeed that | have erred, mine error remains with myself (Job
XIX, 4), and his friends said, He adds transgression unto his sin, he extends it among
us. [They said to him:] “You extend your sins among us.” R. El'asa said: A certain
heathen asked R. Joshua b. Karha: “In your Law it is written, It is proper to incline after
the many (Ex. XXXIII, 2). We are more numerous than you, why then do you not become
like us in respect of idolatry?” Said R. Joshua b. Karha to him: “Have you children?” “You
have reminded me of my trouble,” said the Gentile. “Why?” asked the former. “I have
many children. When they sit at my table, one blasphemes the god of the other, and they
do not rise from the table before they have cracked each other's skulls.” Said he to him:
“And do you bring about agreement among your children?” “No,” answered the other.



“Well then,” said he, “before you make us agree with you, go and bring about agreement
among your children.” Being thus rebuffed he [the heathen] went away. After he had
gone, his [i.e. R. Joshua b. Karha's] disciples said to him: “Rabbi, him you pushed away
with a broken reed; but what answer do you give us?” Said he to them: “In the case of
Esau six souls are mentioned by Scripture, and yet the word used of them in Scripture is
‘souls,” in the plural, as it is written, And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his
daughters, and all the souls of his house, etc. (Gen. XXXVI, 4). Of Jacob, on the other hand,
there were seventy souls, and yet the word used of them in Scripture is ‘soul,” as it is
written, And all the nefesh [sing., soul] that came out of the loins of Jacob, etc. (Ex. I, 5).
The reason is that in the case of Esau who worshipped many deities the word used by
Scripture is ‘souls’ in the plural, but in the case of Jacob who worshipped one God, the
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word used by Scripture is ‘soul,” in the singular, [viz.] ‘And all the nefesh [soul, sing.], etc.
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