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1. Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 109b
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There were four judges in Sodom and they were named for their actions: Shakrai (liar)
and Shakrurai (habitual liar), Zayfai (forger) and Matzlei Dina (perverter of justice). These
were the judgments that they rendered: In a case of one who strikes the wife of another
and causes her to miscarry, they would say to the woman’s husband: Give the woman to
the one who struck her, so that she will be impregnated for you again. In a case of one
who severed the ear of another’s donkey, they would say to the owner of the donkey:
Give the donkey to the one who caused the damage, until the ear grows back. In a case
of one who wounds another, they would say to the injured party: Give the one who
wounded you a fee, as he let your blood.
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And they instituted an ordinance: One who crossed the river on a ferry gives four dinars,
and one who crossed the river in the water gives eight dinars. One time a certain
launderer came and arrived there. The people of Sodom said to him: Give four dinars as
payment for the ferry. He said to them: | crossed in the water. They said to him: If so, give
eight dinars, as you crossed in the water. He did not give the payment, and they struck
him and wounded him. He came before the judge to seek compensation. The judge said
to him: Give your assailant a fee, as he let your blood, and eight dinars, as you crossed the
river in the water.
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Eliezer, servant of Abraham, happened to come there, and they wounded him. He came
before the judge to seek compensation. The judge said to him: Give your assailant a fee,
as he let your blood. He took a stone, and he wounded the judge. The judge said: What is
this? Eliezer said to him: The fee that is to be paid to me by you, give it to that person who
wounded me, and my money will remain where it remains.



2. Rina Boyar, “The Sin of Sodom,” Da’at, Michlelet Herzog, June 1995

http://www.daat.ac.il/daat/kitveyet/michlol/sdom.htm

12»NY DXPIN NIIYNI NMNY RO .TINTINI PN NP KD DITO MWIN DY DNNMND
NTIDM MY ONNMNM...(: VP PITNIOD PY DPIND MNNNT) OITO 22AVIN DD NN
MYYIN X2 ,DXNNIN NOION YT DY DND DINY TOIMNN WWN) NNMN NN

JDPITONY

The behavior of the people of Sodom was not coincidental. It was anchored in the system
of laws which obligated all who lived there (See Sanhedrin 109b for examples)...Their
behavior stemmed from a logical concern —the concern for the loss that would be caused
to them by welcoming guests, not from evil or from cruelty.

3. Mishnah Avot 5:10
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There are four moral orientations among people: One who says, “What’s mine is mine,
and what’s yours is yours” — this is an average orientation, and some say this is a
Sodomite orientation. “What’s mine is yours, and what’s yours is mine” — this is an
unlearned person. “What’s mine is yours, and what’s yours is yours” — this is a pious
person. “What’s mine is mine, and what’s yours is mine” — this is a wicked person.



4. Babylonian Talmud Bava Batra 12b-13a
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A certain person bought land along the boundary of his father’s property. After some
time, the father died. When they came to divide the estate, this person said to his
brothers: Give me my portion of the estate along my boundary. Rabba said: In a case such
as this, the court compels people to refrain from conduct characteristic of Sodom. Rav
Yosef objects to this: The brothers can say to him: We assess this field that you want for
yourself as particularly valuable, like the property of the house of bar Maryon. And the
halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rav Yosef, and the brothers can refuse the
request.
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If a father leaves his two sons two parcels of land next to two water channels, Rabba says:
In a case such as this, the court compels people to refrain from conduct characteristic of
Sodom. Rav Yosef objects to this: Sometimes this water channel continues running well,
while this second one does not continue running well. And the halakha is in accordance
with the opinion of Rav Yosef.
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If a father leaves his two sons two parcels of land next to one channel, Rav Yosef said: In
a case such as this, the court compels people to refrain from conduct characteristic of
Sodom. Abaye objects to this: the other brother can say to him: | want the number of
sharecroppers to increase. And the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Rav Yosef
because the increase of sharecroppers is considered as nothing, and this is therefore not
a valid reason for objecting.
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If there is a water channel on one side of the field and a river on the other side, the field
is divided diagonally between the two brothers, so that they each receive land adjoining
both the river and the water channel.



4a. Rashi, commentary ad loc.
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The brothers say: We assess it as particularly valuable — It is as valuable to us as the lands
of bar Maryon which were very valuable. And likely the situation relates to a field that
gets enough water from rain. They can argue that sometimes it is more fertile than other
fields.

4b. Rashba, commentary ad loc.
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The case refers to where each plot of land is equal — either all the highest value, medium
value or cheapest value. And Rabba thought that as long as the plots are equal, if the
brothers wish to raise the price for the other brother simply because the plot of land is
close to his boundary, this is the character of Sodom, for the one brother stands to benefit
while the other brothers lose nothing. After all, even if they win that plot of land in the
inheritance lottery, what benefit do they have from it, as it is not worth more than the
other plots in land or in money?! But Rav Yosef said that this is not the character of
Sodom. Au contraire, that which people are very meticulous about: for a plot which is on
someone’s boundary become very valuable to them, and anyone who needs to sell it will
be angry. Moreover, the person with the field next door will pay even more than the
worth of the plot in order to make it contiguous with their landholdings. And this is the
way things work. And according to his explanation, the brothers may tell their brother:
We raise this value to the value of the house of Bar Meryon, that is, very valuable, for it
is worth this to us: perhaps it will fall in our inheritance and will be worth more in a trade
(with you), and this is not a character of Sodom.



5. Babylonian Talmud Ketubot 103a
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A certain man who rented out a millstone to another for the price of grinding, i.e., the
one who rented the millstone was to pay the cost of the rental by grinding whatever the
owner needed to be ground. In the end, the owner of the millstone became rich, and he
purchased another millstone and a donkey (and he no longer required the services of the
renter to grind things for him).
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The owner of the millstone said to the renter: Until now | would have what | needed
ground by you. Now (since | no longer require this service) give me payment for the
millstone. The renter said back to him: | will grind for you...
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Here, the renter is able to say to him: Grind and sell, grind and store for later use (i.e., the
owner of the millstone can use his new millstone to grind for others at a profit, and at the
same time the renter will continue grinding the owner’s grain as per their agreement.
Therefore, the renter is not obligated to change the terms of the original agreement).
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And we said this only in a case where the renter does not have any other grinding to do
with the millstone and without the grinding that the renter does for the owner the mill
will remain inoperative. However, if he has other grinding to do with the millstone, i.e.,
instead of grinding the owner’s grain he can grind the grain of others for a fee and thereby
pay money for his rental, in a case such as this one forces him to cease his conduct
characteristic of Sodom and to pay his rental fee in the form of money.
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