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1. Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State of the Jewish and Israeli people  

 

Original Nation-State Law Reimagined Nation-State Law 

1. Basic Principles    1. Basic Principles    

(a) The Land of Israel is the historical homeland of 
the Jewish people, in which the State of Israel was 
established. 

(a) The Land of Israel is the historical homeland of 
the Jewish and Palestinian people, in which the 
State of Israel was established.  

(b) The State of Israel is the nation state of the 
Jewish People, in which it realizes its natural, 
cultural, religious and historical right to self-
determination. 

(b) Option 1: The State of Israel is the nation state 
of the Jewish People in which it realizes its natural, 
cultural, religious and historical right to self-
determination. 
The State of Israel is also the nation State of the 
Israeli people in which all its citizens enjoy 
complete equality of social and political rights 
irrespective of religion, race or sex and are 
guaranteed freedom of religion, conscience, 
language, education, culture as well as minority 
rights. 

 Option 2:  The State of Israel is the nation state of 
two peoples: the Jewish People and the Israeli 
People comprised of its Jewish, Palestinian and 
other citizens in which all enjoy complete equality 
of social and political rights irrespective of religion, 
race or sex and are guaranteed freedom of religion, 
conscience, language, education and culture 

(c) The exercise of the right to national self-
determination in the State of Israel is unique to the 
Jewish People. 

(c) The exercise of the right to political self-
determination in the State of Israel is unique to the 
Jewish and Israeli People. The State of Israel will 
support the establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state to live in peace and security 
alongside it, in which the Palestinian people will 
realize their natural, cultural, religious and 
historical right to self-determination.  
 

  
2. State Symbols  2. State Symbols  
(a) The name of the State is "Israel". (a) The name of the State is "Israel".  
(b) The State flag is white, with two light-blue 
stripes close to the edge, and a light-blue Star of 
David in its center.  

(b) The State flag is white, with two light-blue 
stripes close to the edge, and a light-blue Star of 
David in its center.  

(c) The State emblems are a seven-branched 
menorah with olive leaves on both sides, or an 
olive tree with the word "Israel" at their base.  

(c) The State emblems are a seven-branched 
menorah with olive leaves on both sides, or an 
olive tree with the word "Israel" at their base.  

(d) The State anthem is "Hatikvah". (d) The State anthem will be determined by a 
subcommittee of the Knesset and will be approved 
by a 2/3rds majority.".  
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(e) Details regarding the State symbols shall be 
determined by law.  

(e) Option 1:Details regarding the State symbols 
shall be determined by law.  

 Option 2: The Government of Israel will initiate an 
inclusive society-wide deliberative two year 
process, to be monitored by a Committee of the 
Knesset comprised of all its parties, to examine 
possible amendments to the flag, emblem and 
anthem of the State in order to ensure that these 
symbols also give expression to the identity of 
Israel's non-Jewish indigenous minorities.  

  
3. State Capital    3. State Capital    
Jerusalem, complete and united, is the capital of 
Israel 

Jerusalem is the capital of Israel.  

   
4. Language    4. Language    
(a) Hebrew is the State language. Hebrew and Arabic are the State languages.  
(b) The Arabic language has a special status in the 
State; arrangements regarding the use of Arabic in 
state institutions or vis-à-vis them will be set by 
law. 

  

(c) Nothing in this article shall affect the status 
given to the Arabic language before this law came 
into force. 
 
 

 

5. Ingathering of the Exiles  5. Immigration   
The State shall be open for Jewish immigration, 
and for the Ingathering of the Exiles. 

The State shall be open for Jewish immigration and 
to family reunification for all its citizens subject to 
the conditions specified in Israeli Law. 

 
 
6. The Connection with the Jewish People 

 
 
6. The Connection with the Jewish and Israeli 
People  

(a) The State shall strive to ensure the safety of 
members of the Jewish People and of its citizens, 
who are in trouble and in captivity, due to their 
Jewishness or due to their citizenship. 

Option 1: The State shall strive to foster the 
strengthen the ties between the State of Israel the 
members of the Jewish and Israeli People with the 
State and ensure their safety. 

(b) The State shall act, in the Diaspora, to preserve 
the ties between the State and members of the 
Jewish People. 
(c) The State shall act to preserve the cultural, 
historical and religious heritage of the Jewish 
People among Jews in the Diaspora. 

Option 2:  The State shall strive to strengthen the 
ties between the State of Israel and Jewish people 
throughout the world, and shall endeavor, in 
cooperation and partnership with participating 
Jewish communities, to preserve, enhance and 
develop Jewish peoplehood and its diverse cultural, 
historical and religious values, traditions and 
practices. 

 The State shall be faithful to its commitment to the 
safety of the Jewish and Israeli people, who are in 
trouble or captivity due to their Jewishness or 
citizenship, wherever they may be.  
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7. Jewish Settlement 7. Development of the Country 
The State views the development of Jewish 
settlement as a national value, and shall act to 
encourage and promote its establishment and 
strengthening 

The State will foster the development of the 
country and distribute and develop its resources 
for the benefit of all its citizens.  

  
8. Official Calendar 8. Official Calendar, Days of Rest and 

Statutory Holidays    
The Hebrew calendar is an official calendar of the 
State, and the Gregorian calendar shall serve 
alongside it as an official calendar; the use of the 
Hebrew calendar and the Gregorian calendar shall 
be determined by law. 

The Jewish calendar, to which will be added Israeli 
and major Muslim Holidays, will be the official 
calendar of the State. The Gregorian calendar shall 
serve alongside it as an official calendar. The 
Sabbath and the Jewish holidays are the established 
days of rest in the State; Israeli citizens have the 
right to observe the days of rest on their days of 
Sabbath and holidays.  

  
9. Independence Day and Memorial Days 9. Independence and Reconciliation Day, 

Memorial Days, and National Day  
(a) Independence Day is the official national 
holiday of the State 

(a)Independence Day is the official national 
holiday of the State. It will be renamed 
Independence and Reconciliation Day. 

(b) Memorial Day for the Fallen in Israel's Wars, 
and the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' 
Remembrance Day, are official memorial days of 
the state. 

(b) Memorial Day for all the Fallen in Israel's Wars, 
and the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' 
Remembrance Day, are official memorial days of 
the state.  

  (c) A new National Day will be commemorated to 
celebrate the identity and culture of Israel's 
Indigenous Minorities. 

10. Days of Rest and Statutory Holidays  
The Sabbath and the Jewish holidays are the 
established days of rest in the State; non-Jews have 
the right to observe the days of rest on their days 
of Sabbath and holidays; details regarding this 
matter shall be determined by law. 

 

  
10. Entrenchment  10. Entrenchment  
This Basic law shall not be modified except by a 
Basic Law, passed by a majority of the members of 
the Knesset 

 This Basic law shall not be modified except by a 
Basic Law, passed by a 2/3rds majority of the 
members of the Knesset. 
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2. Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty  (5752 - 1992)  

 

Basic principles  
(Amendment No. 1)  

1.  The basic human rights in Israel are based on the recognition of 

the value of the human being, the sanctity of his life, and his being 

a free person, and they shall be upheld in the spirit of the 

principles set forth in the Proclamation of the Establishment of 

the State of Israel.  

  

Purpose  1a.  The purpose of this Basic Law is to protect human dignity and 

liberty, in order to stipulate the values of the State of Israel as a 

Jewish and democratic state, in a Basic Law.   

  

Preservation of life,  

body and dignity  
2.  One should not violate the life, body, or dignity of a human being 

as such.  

  

Protection of property  3.  The property of a human being shall not be violated.  

  

Protection of life,  

body and dignity  
4.  Every human being is entitled to protection of his life, body and 

dignity.  

  

Departure from the State  

of Israel, and  

6.  (a)  Every person is free to exit Israel.  

entry to it  

 

 

 

  (b)  Every Israeli citizen who is abroad is entitled to enter Israel.  

  

  

       Preservation of laws   10.   This Basic Law shall not affect the validity of any law that existed     

                                                        before prior to the inception of the Basic Law.  

  

   

 


