Never Too Early, Never Too Late
In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, when I was in the community of exiles
by the Chebar Canal, the heavens opened and I saw visions of God. On the fifth day of the
month--it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin--the word of the Lord came to the
priest Ezekiel, son of Buzi. (Ezekiel 1:1-2)
Ancient sages reflected on why the book of Ezekiel begins with these verses instead of:
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ָ ַוּמאוּחַ ר בּ
ְ מוּקדָ ם
ְ וְ לָמָ ה נִכְ ַתב כַּאן? לְפִ י שֶׁ ֵאין
Son of man! Stand on your own two feet and I will speak with you! (Ezekiel 2:1). Some say, Son
of man! Riddle a riddle, imagine an image (Ezekiel 17:2) should have been the beginning of
Ezekiel’s book. Why, therefore, was the verse written in its place? Because there is no early or
late in the Torah. (Mekhilta d’Rabbi Ishmael, Tractate Shirta, ch. 7)
For the poet, Yehuda Amichai, the concept of no early or late becomes a way of reading the text
of a life:

.וְ כָל ָאדָ ם הוּא סֶ כֶר בֵּ ין עָ בָ ר לְעָ ִתיד
כְּ שֶׁ הוּא מֵ ת נ ְִשׁבָּ ר הַ סֶּ כֶר וְ הֶ עָ בָ ר ִמ ְתפּ ֵָרץ ְלתוֹך הֶ עָ ִתיד
 וְ הַ זְּ מַ ן הוּא ֶאחָ ד.וְ ֵאין מֻ ְקדָּ ם וְ ֵאין ְמאֻ חָ ר
. זְ מַ נֵּנוּ ֶאחָ ד,כְּ מוֹ אֱ �הֵ ינוּ
.וְ ֵזכֶר הַ סֶּ כֶר לִבְ ָרכָה
And every person is a dam between past and future.
When he dies the dam is broken and the past breaks through into the future
and there is no early or late. Time is one
like our God, our time is one.
And the memory of the dam is a blessing.
Yehuda Amichai
Translated by Rabbi Steven Sager

