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Introducing the Hartman Chicago Team 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome!  The Shalom Hartman Institute is growing, bringing our work, our faculty, and our ideas 
to regional centers across North America including our newest cities, Chicago and Boston. We 
are excited to pursue our mission to strengthen the Jewish people as we forge a vibrant and 
healthy future together within the larger Chicago Jewish community. In the coming months we 
will convene energetic volunteer and professional leaders from across our beautifully diverse 
community for learning, partnership, and collective conversation around the relevant issues 
facing the Jewish communal landscape today, both in North America, and in Israel.  

Our local community faces various challenges as the landscape of American Judaism changes, 
and, in many ways, innovates – and as our personal and communal relationship to a shared past 
and present also evolve. It is an exciting moment as Hartman ideas and Hartman Torah come to 
the Chicagoland area with a goal of creating shared spaces for diverse communities of learners 
across difference.     

The Chicago Jewish community is special - already robust and thriving in so many ways. The 
Hartman Institute is here to offer support, to help make it stronger, and to bring together its 
distinct parts into a vital whole. Thank you for helping us to accomplish this crucial work and for 
being here this evening. 

Yours in community, 

Jason Rosensweig 
Director of Chicago 

Jason Rosensweig comes to Hartman with a background in academia, Jewish 
advocacy, coalition-building, and public service. He holds a PhD from the University 
of Chicago and also serves as a Commissioner on the Illinois Commission on 
Discrimination and Hate Crimes. His passion is bringing together different groups and 
people to build communities for learning, mutual understanding, and positive change. 
He can be contacted at jason.rosensweig@shalomhartman.org. 

Natalie Dibo, Midwest Program Coordinator, joins Hartman from Northwestern Hillel 
as the Doppelt Director of Engagement. Natalie also served on Mishkan Chicago’s staff 
team, and in leadership roles within Moishe House and YLD Pride. Natalie is excited 
to bring her passion of community building to the new Chicago regional team. She can 
be contacted at natalie.dibo@shalomhartman.org.  
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I. Two Images of Community 

1. Avot d’Rabbi Natan 7

ה" חָּ תּוַח ִלְרוָּ יְתָך פָּ יַצד ":ְיִהי בֵּ רֹום   ?כֵּ ה ַלדָּ חָּ תּוַח ִלְרוָּ ם פָּ דָּ ל אָּ יתֹו שֶׁ א בֵּ ְיהֵּ ד שֶׁ ְמַלמֵּ
ב ְוַלצָּ  ח ּוְלַמֲערָּ ה( ִאיֹובּוְלִמְזרָּ שָּ עָּ ה   ,פֹון ְכגֹון )שֶׁ שָּ ה עָּ מָּ יתֹו. ְולָּ ִחים ְלבֵּ ה ְפתָּ עָּ ה ַאְרבָּ שָּ עָּ שֶׁ

יתֹו ִחים ְלבֵּ ה ְפתָּ עָּ א   ?ִאיֹוב ַאְרבָּ ל ַהַבִית. ַהבָּ ת כָּ ֹּא ִיְהיּו ֲעִנִיים ִמְצַטֲעִרים ְלַהִקיף אֶׁ ל י שֶׁ ְכדֵּ
ס ְכַדְרכֹו נֵּ פֹון ִיכָּ א  , ִמן ַהצָּ ס ְכַדְרכֹוַהבָּ נֵּ רֹום ִיכָּ ל רּוחַ  ,ִמן ַהדָּ ן ְלכָּ ה  .  ְוכֵּ עָּ ה ִאיֹוב ַאְרבָּ שָּ ְך עָּ ְלכָּ

יתֹו  ִחים ְלבֵּ  :ְפתָּ

Let your house be open to all. How so? This teaches that a person’s house should be 

open to all sides: the south, the east, the west, and the north. This is like Job, who made 

four doors to his house. And why did Job make four doors to his house? So that the poor 

would not have to trouble themselves to go around the whole house. Someone who 

came in from the north would enter from that direction, and someone who came in 

from the south would enter from that direction, and so with every direction. That is why 

Job made four doors to his house. 

2. Mishnah Bava Batra 1:5

ר צֵּ חָּ ת לֶׁ לֶׁ ית ַשַער ְודֶׁ ן  .כֹוִפין אֹותֹו ִלְבנֹות בֵּ ן ִשְמעֹון בֶׁ לַרבָּ רֹות   ַגְמִליאֵּ ל ַהֲחצֵּ ֹּא כָּ ר, ל אֹומֵּ
ַתִים ּוְבִריחַ  ה ּוְדלָּ ִעיר חֹומָּ ַער. כֹוִפין אֹותֹו ִלְבנֹות לָּ ית שָּ ל .ְראּויֹות ְלבֵּ ן ַגְמִליאֵּ ן ִשְמעֹון בֶׁ ַרבָּ

ִעיר, ְש  י הָּ א ְכַאְנשֵּ ִעיר ִויהֵּ א בָּ ה ְיהֵּ ה. ַכמָּ ֲעיָּרֹות ְראּויֹות ְלחֹומָּ ל הָּ ֹּא כָּ ר, ל ר  אֹומֵּ שָּ ים עָּ נֵּ
ִעיר ִמיָּד י הָּ י הּוא ְכַאְנשֵּ ה, ֲהרֵּ ית ִדירָּ ּה בֵּ ה בָּ נָּ ש. קָּ  :חֹּדֶׁ

The residents of a courtyard can compel each inhabitant of that courtyard to financially 

participate in the building of a gatehouse and a door to the jointly owned courtyard. 

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel disagrees and says: Not all courtyards require a gatehouse, 

and each courtyard must be considered on its own in accordance with its specific needs. 

Similarly, the residents of a city can compel each inhabitant of that city to contribute to 

the building of a wall, double doors, and a crossbar for the city. Rabban Shimon ben 

Gamliel disagrees and says: Not all towns require a wall. With regard to this latter 

obligation, the mishna asks: How long must one live in the city to be considered like one 

of the people of the city and therefore obligated to contribute to these expenses? 

Twelve months. But if he bought himself a residence in the city, he is immediately 

considered like one of the people of the city. 
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II. Strategies for Building Community
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III. The Values of a Big Tent

3. Song of Songs Rabbah 2:5:3

ן:   לּו הֵּ א, ְואֵּ ינּו ְלאּושָּ י ַהְשַמד ִנְתַכְנסּו ַרבֹותֵּ ִאיר ְוַרִבי  ְבִשְלפֵּ ְמיָּה, ַרִבי מֵּ ה ְוַרִבי ְנחֶׁ ַרִבי ְיהּודָּ
ַיעֲ  ן  ר בֶׁ זֶׁ ְוַרִבי ֱאִליעֶׁ ַהְגִליִלי  י  ל ַרִבי יֹוסֵּ ר ְבנֹו שֶׁ זֶׁ ְוַרִבי ֱאִליעֶׁ אי  ן יֹוחָּ ְוַרִבי ִשְמעֹון בֶׁ י  קֹּב,  יֹוסֵּ

ד   מֵּ לָּ הּוא  שֶׁ ִמי  ל  כָּ ְמרּו  ְואָּ ִליל  ַהגָּ י  ִזְקנֵּ ל  צֶׁ אֵּ ְלחּו  יָּבֹוא  שָּ ד  מֵּ לָּ ינֹו  אֵּ שֶׁ ִמי  ל  ְוכָּ ד,  ִויַלמֵּ יָּבֹוא 
יהֹון ְרכֵּ ל צָּ שּו כָּ ְמדּו ְועָּ  .  ְוִיְלמֹוד. ִנְתַכְנסּו ְולָּ

At the end of the persecution our rabbis entered to Usha, and these were they: Rabbi 

Yehuda and Rabbi Nehemia, Rabbi Meir, and Rabbi Yosi, and Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai, 

and Rabbi Eliezer, sons of Yosi HaGalili, and Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov. They sent to the 

house of the Elders of the Galilee and said, “All who have already studied, let them 

come and teach, and all who have not yet studied, let them come and study.” They 

entered and learned and met all their needs. 




