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A God Just Like Us 
Sources for Identity/Crisis, Conversation between Yehuda Kurtzer and Benay Lappe 

1. Babylonian Talmud Hagigah 5b 

 הּימֵשְּׁמִ איָנְיאִ רבַּ לאֵוּמשְׁ ברַ רמַאָ ,״הוָגֵ ינֵפְּמִ ישִׁפְנַ הכֶּבְתִּ םירִתָּסְמִבְּ הָוּעמָשְׁתִ אֹל םאִוְ״
 לאֵוּמשְׁ ברַ רמַאָ ?״הוָגֵ ינֵפְּמִ״ יאמַ .וֹמשְׁ םירִתָּסְמִוּ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַלְ וֹל שׁיֵ םוֹקמָ :ברַדְּ
 :רמַאָ ינִמָחְנַ רבַּ לאֵוּמשְׁ יבִּרַ .םיִוֹגּלַ הנָתְּנִוְ םהֶמֵ הלָטְּינִּשֶׁ לאֵרָשְׂיִ לשֶׁ ןתָוֹואֲגַּ ינֵפְּמִ :קחָצְיִ רבַּ
 :אפָּפָּ ברַ רמַאָהָוְ ?אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ הּימֵּקַ היָּכִבְּ אכָּיאִ ימִוּ .םיִמַשָׁ תוּכלְמַ לשֶׁ הּתָוֹואֲגַּ ינֵפְּמִ
 אלָ !״וֹמוֹקמְבִּ הוָדְחֶוְ זוֹע וינָפָלְ רדָהָוְ דוֹה״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ תוּביצִעֲ ןיאֵ
  ...יאֵרָבַ יתֵּבָבְּ אהָ ,יאֵוָּגַ יתֵּבָבְּ אהָ :איָשְׁקַ

The verse states: “But if you will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret [bemistarim] for 
your pride” (Jeremiah 13:17). Rav Shmuel bar Inya said in the name of Rav: The Holy One, 
Blessed be He, has a place where He cries, and its name is Mistarim. What is the meaning 
of “for your pride”? Rav Shmuel bar Yitzḥak said: God cries due to the pride of the Jewish 
people, which was taken from them and given to the gentile nations. Rav Shmuel bar 
Naḥmani said: He cries due to the pride of the kingdom of Heaven, which was removed 
from the world. But is there crying before the Holy One, Blessed be He? Didn’t Rav Pappa 
say: There is no sadness before the Holy One, Blessed be He, as it is stated: “Honor and 
majesty are before Him; strength and gladness are in His place” (I Chronicles 16:27)? This 
is not difficult. This statement, that God cries, is referring to the innermost chambers, 
where He can cry in secret, whereas this statement, that He does not cry, is referring to 
the outer chambers…  

 וֹניאֵוְ הרָוֹתּבַּ קוֹסעֲלַ רשָׁפְאֶשֶׁ לעַ :םוֹי לכׇבְּ ןהֶילֵעֲ הכֶוֹבּ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ השYָׁשְׁ ,ןנַבָּרַ וּנתָּ
  .רוּבּצִּהַ לעַ האֶגָּתְמִּהַ סנָרְפַּ לעַוְ ,קסֵוֹעוְ הרָוֹתבְּ קוֹסעֲלַ רשָׁפְאֶ יאִשֶׁ לעַוְ ,קסֵוֹע

The Sages taught that there are three types of people for whom the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, cries every day: For one who is able to engage in Torah study and does not engage in 
it; and for one who is unable to engage in Torah study and nevertheless he endeavors and 
engages in it; and for a leader who lords over the community. 
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2. Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 7a 

 םיתִוֹאיבִהֲוַ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ?ללֵּפַּתְמִ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ ןיִנַּמִ :יסֵוֹי יבִּרַ םוּשּׁמִ ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 ןאכָּמִ ,״יתִלָּפִתְּ״ אלָּאֶ ,רמַאֱנֶ אֹל ״םתָלָּפִתְּ״ ,״יתִלָּפִתְּ תיבֵבְּ םיתִּחְמַּשִׂוְ ישִׁדְקָ רהַ לאֶ
 ןוֹצרָ יהִיְ״ :ברַ רמַאָ ,היָּבִוֹט רבַּ ארָטְוּז ברַ רמַאָ ?ילֵּצַמְ יאמַ .ללֵּפַּתְמִ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ
 ,םימִחֲרַ תדַּמִבְּ ינַבָּ םעִ גהֵנַתְאֶוְ ,יתַוֹדּמִ לעַ ימַחֲרַ וּלּוֹגּיִוְ ,יסִעֲכַּ תאֶ ימַחֲרַ וּשׁבְּכְיִּשֶׁ ינַפָלְּמִ
 .״ןידִּהַ תרַוּשּׁמִ םינִפְלִ םהֶלָ סנֵכָּאֶוְ

R. Yohanan said in the name of R. Yosi: From where do we know that the Holy Blessed 
One prays? As it says, “I will bring them to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
the house of My prayer” (Isaiah 56:7). The verse does not say the house of their prayer, 
but rather, “the house of My prayer”; from here we see that the Holy Blessed One prays. 
What does God pray? R. Zutra b. Tuvia said in the name of Rav: May it be my will that my 
compassion conquers my anger and prevails over my other attributes, and that I behave 
with my children with the attribute of compassion, and that I refrain from enforcing the 
full letter of the law with them.  

 ,םינִפְלִוְ ינַפְלִ תרֶוֹטקְ ריטִקְהַלְ יתִּסְנַכְנִ ,תחַאַ םעַפַּ :עשָׁילִאֱ ןבֶּ לאעֵמָשְׁיִ יבִּרַ רמַאָ ,איָנְתַּ
 ,ינִבְּ לאעֵמָשְׁיִ״ :ילִ רמַאָוְ ,אשָּׂנִוְ םרָ אסֵּכִּ לעַ בשֵׁוֹי אוּהשֶׁ ,תוֹאבָצְ ׳ה הּיָ לאֵירִתְּכְאַ יתִיאִרָוְ
 לעַ aימֶחֲרַ וּלּוֹגּיִוְ ,aסְעַכַּ תאֶ aימֶחֲרַ וּשׁבְּכְיִּשֶׁ ,aינֶפָלְּמִ ןוֹצרָ יהִיְ״ :וֹל יתִּרְמַאָ ״!ינִכֵרְבָּ
 ילִ ענַעְנִוְ .״ןידִּהַ תרַוּשּׁמִ םינִפְלִ םהֶלָ סנֵכָּתִוְ ,םימִחֲרַהָ תדַּמִבְּ aינֶבָּ םעִ גהֵנַתְתִוְ ,aיתֶוֹדּמִ
 .aינֶיעֵבְּ הלָּקַ טוֹידְהֶ תכַּרְבִּ אהֵתְּ אֹלּשֶׁ ,ןלַ עמַשְׁמַקָוְ .וֹשׁאֹרבְּ

It is taught in a baraita: R. Yishmael ben Elisha said, “Once I entered to offer incense in 
the innermost sanctum, and I saw Acatriel Yah Adonai of Hosts, who was seated on a 
mighty and exalted throne. And he said to me, ‘Yishmael, my son, bless me.’ I said to him, 
‘May it be your will that your compassion conquers your anger and prevails over your 
other attributes, and that you behave with your children with the attribute of compassion, 
and that you refrain from enforcing the full letter of the law with them.’ And he nodded 
to me with his head.” And this teaches us that you should not take the prayer of a 
layperson lightly. 
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3. Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 6a-6b 

 :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ןילִּיפִתְּ חַינִּמַ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ ןיִנַּמִ :קחָצְיִ יבִּרַ רמַאָ ,אדָּאַ ברַ רבַּ ןיבִאָ יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 ,״וֹמלָ תדָּ שׁאֵ וֹנימִימִ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הרָוֹתּ וֹז — ״וֹנימִיבִּ״ .״וֹזּעֻ עַוֹרזְבִוּ וֹנימִיבִּ ׳ה עבַּשְׁנִ״
 ...״ןתֵּיִ וֹמּעַלְ זעֹ ׳ה״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,ןילִּיפִתְּ וּלּאֵ — ״וֹזּעֻ עַוֹרזְבִוּ״

Rabbi Avin bar Rav Adda said that Rabbi Yitzḥak said: From where is it derived that the 
Holy One, Blessed be He, wears phylacteries? As it is stated: “The Lord has sworn by His 
right hand, and by the arm of His strength” (Isaiah 62:8)—his right hand and the arm of 
His strength are the holy objects upon which God swore. Specifically, “His right hand” 
refers to the Torah, as it is stated: “From His right hand, a fiery law for His people” 
(Deuteronomy 33:2). “The arm of His strength,” His left hand, refers to phylacteries, as it 
is stated: “The Lord gave strength to His nation” (Psalms 29:11)… 

 ?וּהבְּ ביתִכְּ המָ אמָלְעָ ירֵמָדְּ ןילִּיפִתְּ ינֵהָ :ןיבִאָ רבַּ אייָּחִ ברַלְ קחָצְיִ רבַּ ןמָחְנַ ברַ הּילֵ רמַאֲ
 וּהייְחַבְשִׁבְּ אוּה Hירִבְּ אשָׁדְוּק חבַּתַּשְׁמִ ימִוּ .״ץרֶאָבָּ דחָאֶ יוֹגּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ aמְּעַכְּ ימִוּ״ הּילֵ רמַאֲ
 םהֶלָ רמַאָ ,״םוֹיּהַ aרְימִאֱהֶ ׳הוַ״ :ביתִכְוּ .״םוֹיּהַ תָּרְמַאֱהֶ ׳ה תאֶ״ :ביתִכְדִּ ,ןיאִ ?לאֵרָשְׂיִדְּ
 הבָיטִחֲ םכֶתְאֶ השֶׂעֱאֶ ינִאֲוַ ,םלָוֹעבָּ תחַאַ הבָיטִחֲ ינִוּתישִׂעֲ םתֶּאַ :לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ אוּה Hוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
 ׳ה וּניהYֵאֱ ׳ה לאֵרָשְׂיִ עמַשְׁ״ :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,םלָוֹעבָּ תחַאַ הבָיטִחֲ ינִוּתישִׂעֲ םתֶּאַ .םלָוֹעבָּ תחַאַ
 דחָאֶ יוֹגּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ aמְּעַכְּ ימִוּ״ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,״םלָוֹעבָּ תחַאַ הבָיטִחֲ םכֶתְאֶ השֶׂעֱאֶ ינִאֲוַ ,״דחָאֶ
  .״ץרֶאָבָּ

Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak said to Rav Ḥiyya bar Avin: What is written in the phylacteries of 
the Master of the world? He replied: It is written: “Who is like Your people, Israel, one 
nation in the land?” (I Chronicles 17:21). Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak continues: Is the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, glorified through the glory of Israel? Rav Ḥiyya bar Avin answered: 
Yes, as it is stated: “You have affirmed, this day, that the Lord is your God.” And the 
subsequent verse states: “And the Lord has affirmed, this day, that you are His treasure, 
as He spoke to you, to keep His commandments” (Deuteronomy 26:17–18). From these 
two verses it is derived that the Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Israel: You have made 
Me a single entity [ḥativa] in the world, as you singled Me out as separate and unique. 
And because of this, I will make you a single entity in the world. You have made Me a 
single entity in the world, as it is stated that Israel declares God’s oneness by saying: 
“Hear, Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One” (Deuteronomy 6:4). And because of 
this, I will make you a single entity in the world, unique and elevated with the utterance: 
“Who is like Your people, Israel, one nation in the land?”  


