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Two or more cultures (or religions, etc.) are equally recognized when the
.... same kinds of rules, facilities, and resources that are offered to assist
one are also offered to assist the other(s).3
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[The state ought to] try to assist each of them in some relevantly
equivalent way. It might, for instance, designate Sundays as the default
weekly day of rest but allow individuals to opt out of the default scheme
and designate some different day that accords with their religious or
cultural commitments.3!
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If a comprehensive conception of the good is unable to endure in a society
securing the familiar equal basic liberties and mutual toleration, there is
no way to preserve it consistent with democratic values as expressed by
the idea of society as a fair system of cooperation among citizens viewed
as free and equal.®
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The members of my family ... have no sort or kind of community of view
or of desire with any Jewish family in any other country beyond the fact
that they profess to a greater or less degree the same religion... of the
same race, perhaps ... traced back through the centuries of the history of
a peculiarly adaptable race.+
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have a nonreligious identity, territory- and language-dependent, that would
7appropriate the genealogy of a mythological past
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If the culture is decaying, or if it is persecuted or discriminated against,
the options and opportunities open to its members will shrink, become
less attractive, and their pursuit less likely to be successful.#’
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One should be aware of the distinction between homosexuality and
homosexual conduct. Some individuals are sexually attracted to members
of their own sex...This deeply felt attraction may or may not find
expression in overt sexual activity. Persons afflicted in this manner are
homosexuals even if they remain celibate... There is indeed strong reason
to believe that Judaism regards homosexuality (as distinct from
homosexual conduct) as pathological. If homosexuality is an aberration,
then, of course, a cure must be attempted...Thus, Jewish teaching would
require that the homosexual seek psychiatric help designed to overcome
this tendency...16
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The Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of The Rabbinical
Assembly affirms the following policies:

(A) We will not perform commitment ceremonies for gays or lesbians.

(B) We will not knowingly admit avowed homosexuals to our rabbinical
or cantorial schools or to the Rabbinical Assembly or the Cantors'
Assembly. At the same time, we will not instigate witch hunts against
those who are already members or students.

(C) Whether homosexuals may function as teachers or youth leaders in
our congregations and schools will be left to the rabbi authorized to make
halakhic decisions for a given institution within the Conservative
Movement. Presumably, in this as in all other matters, the rabbi will make
such decisions taking into account the sensitivities of the people of his or
her particular congregation or school...

(D) Similarly, the rabbi of each Conservative institution, in consultation
with its lay leaders, will be entrusted to formulate policies regarding the
eligibility of homosexuals for honors within worship and for lay
leadership positions.

(E) In any case, in accordance with The Rabbinical Assembly and United
Synagogue resolutions, we hereby affirm gays and lesbians are welcome
in our congregations, youth groups, camps, and schools.*
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,sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/rabinowitz _homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/ ~ :JM7  VPYR 27
I SR AR 290 halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/dorff homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/
19912000/reisner concurhomosex.pdf

http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991 4“4
.2000/consensus homosexual.pdf



http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/roth_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/roth_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/%20sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/rabinowitz_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/%20sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/rabinowitz_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/%20sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/rabinowitz_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/%20sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/rabinowitz_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/%20halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/dorff_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/%20halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/dorff_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/%20halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/dorff_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/%20halakhah/teshuvot/19912000/dorff_homosexuality.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/%2019912000/reisner_concurhomosex.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/public/halakhah/teshuvot/1991%202000/consensus_homosexual.pdf

65 | (0”¥WN) 3 NWKRY

0»n3%7 021177 YW 021w 195w RY 7T IY2 QUMISMIR,JH0NT 01095 N1InY
,AT PR 297 Sw ,nnRT .MNw nPnoYa NIy wibw Mot 2006 Niw3a 19027
5w anonoi 1w 93 XY, INIR 212 1A NPRLPR YW 1R 93 PNaY 1910 WRY
01297 YW 771w 45,7011 YT DPLA DRI 7757 IR ,0°1315 TPYRIDPOINII
PW2 YORIR 0 IPRY 21N VPR 23 1NAW (PN 917 :1277) 07 011,17
'na% norn 0 7701 Yy YW anbap o3 1vni 1o 15 .N1Pan 23 Yw 1peyn
,DRIV°IT 1”122 X127 09w XL 323 11°37 797 0°1275 ONONOTI 1127 1507
9391 9°7p 93 1 0NN TIWDR AWYNY 46071017 PWITRT OpYa XY °0 DX
PRIV ,IPRY P17 27 YW w0 bwi .onTPna ornpa YIvo N2k oo nha
npan% qUnna Y7 %0 DIona (W NMIa3)  DPYRIDPOINIT LIty
TN NINTY DWII DRIW1 DPU? MO NV 2012 NIWA 73PN T XTI
8. 07rn

NR 7YY PROPYY 4717 297 W anTnya (170 neonyn IR 19nhw 01373
2977 YW INTIYY DM DRT 93,7 PYR NPAPIRD MIR? 0 N5Y0 0o NIvnwn
NIW 71°2% (XWII2 75°p11 NPNY7 NTHY D0IBWD) 1992 7°2 ANINWR X2W N7 YR
PRV 297 HW INTHYA 717X 191 INRY L2006

,PNTI0NR 73977 MYI232 WY 1IR3 §MT ¥AIp 01277 NPWRIR 123
9377w DWN 03 ,NRT LRI 2w 11PN POIPN? YpEY XYW 9% 1117 RIT 1m0
PPRW QIW» 03 79277 NMYI23Y 22317 1177 2w 7w BV NIwsninD 1°1°v3a 05N)
oy 7 “.observant Jews IXW 1 D°¥DN DPRIOPOINIT DNIR M2V NYYIN 92
:W 792 77197 7’ NXT

Our core conviction is that dignity for gay and lesbian Jews — as for
heterosexual Jews — results neither from blanket permission nor from
blanket prohibition of all sexual activity, but rather from situating it
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within the matrix of I MMO°X permission and prohibition, which
permeates all of Jewish life.5
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Thus, the theological foundation of Jewish law in a moral God requires us
to understand and apply Jewish law with moral norms clearly in mind.
That is, Jewish law must be interpreted and shaped by moral
considerations; to do otherwise would ignore and undermine both the
roots of Jewish law in a moral God, and the aims of both God and God's
law to produce a moral society.5”
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Elliot N. Dorff, For the Love of God and People a Philosophy of Jewish Law, Philadelphia 5
2007
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...Would a moral God ever demand that people who are as they are
through no choice of their own nonetheless behave in a way that
suppresses an essential element of what they are in order to reflect and
embody values and principles that for most others do not entail
suppression of essential elements of what they are?

...For such as these, then, demanding compliance with the prohibition
against homosexual relations entails suppressing an essential element of
what they are. Would God demand such a thing? That is the question.®
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But, in the final analysis, one would have to admit that Jewish law
recognizes that an act of personal suppression of an element of one's
character is not an inherently immoral demand. The fact that the demand
is difficult and may even fill one with both anguish and anger does not
make the demand immoral....We may be able to understand when one

643y, 43°yayyh o 38



69 | (0”¥WN) 3 MWK

cannot fulfill the mandate that the law imposes, but that does not lead us
to the conclusion that the mandate was itself immoral. So, too, we must
conclude that it is not inherently immoral to esteem the values and
principles embodied in the prohibition against homosexuality so greatly
that we recognize the morality of the mandate even in the hardest of cases
- the obligatory homosexual or the homosexual for whom therapy has
failed... We asked whether a moral God could prohibit homosexual
behavior even in the hardest of cases. We have answered that He could
and did.®
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It is critically important for the halakhist to study the prevalent theories
of the etiology of homosexual orientation precisely because only that
investigation can help them determine whether a moral God could
demand celibacy of homosexuals. It is simply insufficient to point out the
permanence of the orientation without asking whether there might well
be a Divine purpose to such an orientation which would be undermined
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if the halakhic permissions suggested by our colleagues were to be
granted.

...0ur colleagues err in assuming that permanence is itself a sufficient
reason to seek redress from the traditionally understood demands of the
halakhic tradition. And they err in positing, at least by implication that no
moral God could make the demands that our tradition does. That claim
requires proof and analysis, not mere affirmation. Such proof and such
analysis are entirely missing from their paper.®?
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This is the sense in which we are all positivists in law. It is a splendid and
irreplaceable tool for the ordinary questions that law is called upon to
answer. But then there are ... the hard cases of law, hard cases like the one
before us in this paper. For we are dealing with a case in which the logic
of the system and its precedents do not fit well with the personal
experiences and narratives of gay and lesbian Jews, and with the growing
moral senses of the community. This ill-fit will be explicated further
below. For now, I want simply to note that the virtually universal
tendency to use positivist analyses when doing law does not imply that
positivism is the best tool for answering every question at law.%*
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THE YOM KIPPUR W AR IN RELIGIOUS-ZIONIST
CONSCIOUSNESS:
INITIAL OBSERVATIONS

DOV SCHWARTZ

Bar Ilan University and Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

This article explores the various reactions to the Yom Kippur War as
they manifested with the Religious Zionist consciousness. It begins with
an analysis of Yehuda Amital’s work From Out of the Depths (Ha-Ma'alot
mi-Ma’amagim), which had an impact on many youths and the
momentum of the settlement of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. This
work was published several months after the war. Likewise, this article
presents a broad analysis of Haim Sabato’s Adjusting Sights (Ti'um
Kavvanot). Although this work appeared roughly two decades after the
war, it retrospectively expresses a struggle with faith and conventions
following the experience of war. Further reactions are discussed in this
article, which express the shock and spiritual accounting that arose from

the war.



SI'AH LOHAMIM:
BETWEEN REFLECTIVE DISCOURSE AND PASTORAL DISCOURSE

AVI SAGI

Bar Ilan University and Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

The appearance of the new edition of Si’ah Lohamim (English title: The
Seventh Day) is an important moment for an analysis of Israeli collective
consciousness and thought. An important addition to the new edition is
the conversation of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav in Jerusalem. This inclusion
allows us to reassess the conflict between two types of consciousness
and two modes of discourse. In the main part of the book the kind of
conversation conducted may be labeled “normal discourse,” as opposed
to that of Yeshivat Merkaz Harav, which is to be labeled as “pastoral
discourse.” Normal discourse is concerned with the actual experience
of the combatants—their misgivings, doubts, hesitant speech, and
efforts to incorporate the experience of war into their everyday lives.
Pastoral discourse is conducted within a sanctified space— Yeshivat
Merkaz Harav and it is uninterested in the concrete experience of the
combatants. Their self-perception is that they are the bearers of the
divine redeeming tidings, and their discourse is designed for this
purpose. This essay, in detail, traces the dialectical tension between
these conflicting consciousnesses and shows that they both exceeded
the discourse boundaries concerning the war and became the discourse

that has shaped the underlying tension in the Israeli public sphere.
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THE CHALLENGE OF MALE HOMOSEXUALITY:
THEOLOGY, MORALITY, AND HALAKHAH

RONIT IRSHAI

Bar llan University and Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

The present article examines the halakhic attitudes toward
homosexuality in Modern Orthodoxy and in the Conservative
movement, through the prism of “Agedah Theology” and the link
between religion and morality. The article argues that even if there is no
clear halakhic boundary between some of the positions of Conservative
and Modern Orthodox Judaism, there is a clear difference between them
regarding Agedah theology. For Modern Orthodoxy, even if God
commands certain things that on the surface clash with contemporary
moral concepts, individuals are expected to sacrifice or “bind” their
inclinations to comply with the divine injunction. This is not the case in
the Conservative movement. Here the debate is not about whether
Agedah theology is legitimate (all agree that it is not), but whether or not
the situation of a human being who is barred from realizing his sexual

orientation involves “binding” moral concepts.
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EGALITARIAN ZIONISM AND POLITICAL LIBERALISM:
ON THE RIGHT OF SCATTERED N ATIONS TO SELF-
DETERMINATION

YITZHAK BENBAJI

Tel Aviv University and Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

Two important objections are still raised by post- and anti-Zionists
against the Zionist project. The "statehood objection” observes that there
are many nations, but there is only room for a smaller number of
political units on earth. Hence, Jews in the end of the nineteenth century
may have no right to self-determination. The "nationality objection”
denies that during Zionism’s early years Judaism was a nationality. In
response to these objections I demonstrate that the principle of fair
equality of opportunity, which underlies Rawlsian political liberalism,
supports a theory of global justice according to which: (1) members of a
scattered nation who live in different liberal states might be entitled to
establish a state (or sub-state unit) in which they would be the national
majority; (2) members of scattered non-national minorities—religious
and ethnic minorities—may be entitled to a state where they constitute
the majority; and lastly, (3) in cases where members of a scattered non-
national group are all things considered justified in pursuing a state of
their own, they may be justified in reviving a societal culture and
national identity. If these propositions are true, as I demonstrate, the

statehood and the nationality objections to Zionism fail.
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“WE WILL SANCTIFY YOUR NAME IN THE WORLD”:
THE CONCEPT OF QIDDUSH HA-SHEM FROM BIBLICAL TO
RABBINIC LITERATURE

ADIEL SCHREMER

Bar Ilan University and Shalom Hartman Institute

Abstract

The concept of Qiddush ha-Shem (the Sanctification of the Divine Name)
is a fundamental value in the Jewish tradition. Seldom, however, has it
been clearly defined; and only rarely are the special circumstances, in
which it is used to designate specific behavior, clarified. It is frequently
associated with a willingness to die for the sake of God and hence it is
often understood as martyrdom. The present paper seeks to challenge
this widespread view. In contrast to conventional wisdom it shows that
a call to give one’s life for the sake of God is no-where mentioned in the
Hebrew Bible, and only rarely can it be found in the earliest stratum of
rabbinic literature. It argues that initially, in biblical times, Qiddush ha-
Shem referred to God’s action, in which His power and hence
sovereignty is displayed. By the Tannaitic period the concept
underwent a dramatic change and it was used to label human behavior.
However, it retained its basic meaning as referring to actions that
express and publicly announce one’s confidence in God’s power and
divinity. This indicates that God’s power and aptitude were the anxiety
to which the early rabbinic concept of Qiddush ha-Shem was meant to be

a response.
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