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opinion, express the self-promoting snobbery of the private discussions of the
rabbis, intended solely for an audience of other rabbis, not unlike ethnic jokes
today. [...] In the rarefied walls of the academy, where sages esteemed dialectical
Torah study to an unprecedented degree, they simultaneously minimized the
73 0™ YW aNPR RPN 0D 178% W significance of all other religious practices”
2795779 K7W 12571 TIX® 27 WHIN2 0PI TRHNOI *5 7N O3 1D ,0°XHN0Y 00> 0°anM)
nX 97231% NPT 07X NPMYIRTR N12°0m 077100 1YY D°217P 2N ]’U"l'?!'b maw’ X
PHROXI0 PIPXI MANDNI? RANITY IRHND T2 [0 DWW DINN DN NP YY Ivasan
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From Empathy to Ambivalence in Rabbinic Literature of Late Antiquity’, AJS
Review, 33 (2009), pp 101-133
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R. Dworkin, Law’s Empire, Cambridge, Mass. 1986, p. 229: “In this enterprise a
group of novelists writes a novel seriatim; each novelist in the chain interprets the
chapters he has been given in order to write a new chapter, which is then added
to what the next novelist receives, and so on. Each has the job of writing his chapter
so as to make the novel being constructed the best it can be, and the complexity of
this task models the complexity of deciding a hard case under law as integrity.
The imaginary literary enterprise is fantastic but not unrecognizable”
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Dworkin, Law’s Empire, p. 229: “The novelists are expected to take their  °

responsibilities of continuity more seriously; they aim jointly to create, so far as

they can, a single unified novel that is the best it can be”

Dworkin, Law’s Empire, p. 229: “We can find an even more fruitful comparison

between literature and law, therefore, by constructing an artificial genre of

literature that we might call the chain novel”
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relates to events that happened at the beginning of time and which has the
purpose of providing grounds for the ritual actions of men of today and, in general
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