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The open-ended process of writing midrash —simultaneously serious and
playful, imaginative, metaphoric—has easily lent itself to feminist use.
Feminist midrash shares the uncomfortable self-consciousness of modern
religious experimentation: elaborating on the stories of Eve and Dina, we
know that the text is partly an occasion for our own projections, that our
imaginative reconstructions are a reflection of our own beliefs and
experiences. But if its self-consciousness is modern, the root conviction of
feminist midrash is utterly traditional. It stands on the rabbinic insistence
that the Bible can be made to speak to the present day. If it is our text, it
can and must answer our questions and share our values; if we wrestle
with it, it will yield up meaning.?
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