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attempt to foreground God. The image of the Besht and his teachings inspire a
theology of presence. The circle of the Ba’al Shem Tov, spiritualistic in orientation,
maintains that halakhah does not exhaust human contact with the sacred. The
alternative position, here exemplified by Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin (1749-1821), is
positivistic in orientation, arguing that the halakhic norm is the sole and exhaustive
carrier and mediator of the sacred. Rabbi Hayyim articulates a theology of the
secular. In a secularized world divine immediacy is not ontologically at hand. These
paradigms of halakhah are enmeshed in competing visions of Jewish piety which
they in turn reinforce.” Menachem Lorberbaum, ‘Rethinking Halakhah in modern
Eastern Europe: Mysticism, Antinomianism. Positivism, C. Hayes, (ed.), Cambridge
companion to Judaism and law, p. 235.
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"Religion is not what unites men and gods but what ensures they remain distinct’, 152
Giorgio Agamben, Profanations. New York 2007, p.75
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